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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213, 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed on March 17,2005 has been entered and made of record. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1 ,8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's admitted prior art (APA) in view of Saiga et al (JP 406095040A). 

Regarding claim 1 , which is representative of claim 8, APA discloses a first lens 
3a configured to transmit light that enters from a first direction; a second lens 3b 
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configured to transmit light that enters from a second direction which is different from 
said first direction; a photo receiving face 10configured to receive light passed through 
said first lens and light passed through said second lens. See Fig 20. 

APA does not disclose expressly a light shield plate, wherein said light shield 
plate prevents an interference between a first light flux that passes through said first 
lens and travels toward said photo receiving face and a second light flux that passes 
through said second lens and travels toward said photo receiving face so that said first 
and second light fluxes are not overlapped with each other on said photo receiving face. 

Saiga discloses a light shield plate 5, wherein said light shield plate prevents an 
interference between a first light flux that passes through said first lens and travels 
toward said photo receiving face 2 and a second light flux that passes through said 
second lens and travels toward said photo receiving face so that said first and second 
light fluxes are not overlapped with each other on said photo receiving face 
(Constitution). 

APA & Saiga are combinable because they are from optical deviation devices. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Saiga with APA. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to have the quantity of 
the leak light minimized, thereby obtaining proper parallel luminous flux, as taught by 
Saiga et al. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine APA with Saiga to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 1 . 
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6. Claims 2-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over APA 
in view of Saiga (JP 406095040A) and further in view of Matsumura et al (US 
4,563,576). 

For claim 2, APA and Saiga disclose the image pickup device and method as 
discussed above. 

APA and Saiga do not disclose expressly a translucent member including a 
plate-shaped part which is almost parallel to said photo receiving face to protect said 
photo receiving face, wherein said translucent member is constructed by a plurality of 
translucent member pieces divided so as to be adapted to placement of said light 
shielding plate, and said translucent member pieces are disposed so as to sandwich 
said light shield plate. 

Matsumura discloses a translucent member (10,16) including a plate-shaped part 
which is almost parallel to said photo receiving face to protect said photo receiving face, 
wherein said translucent member is constructed by a plurality of translucent member 
pieces divided so as to be adapted to placement of said light shielding plate, and said 
translucent member pieces are disposed so as to sandwich said light shield plate (Fig 
2)- 

APA, Saiga & Matsumura are combinable because they are from the same field 
of endeavor. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Matsumura with APA and Saiga. 
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The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to abet in eliminating 
the need to place and extra light source in the optical system. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Matsumura with APA and 
Saiga to obtain the invention as specified in claim 2. 

Considering claim 3, Matsumura teaches wherein said translucent member 
pieces and said light shield plate are formed integrally (Fig 2). 

Considering claim 4, Matsumura teaches wherein each of said translucent 
member pieces comprises at least two side walls which extend from said plate-shaped 
part and are in contact with a photo receiving element including said photo receiving 
face so as to maintain a constant distance between said plate-shaped part and said 
photo receiving face (Fig 2). 

Regarding claim 5, Matsumura teaches wherein said side wall surround a space 
between said translucent member piece and said photo receiving face by a combination 
with said light shield plate (Fig 2). 

Considering claim 6, Matsumura teaches means for changing a travel direction of 
at least one of light passed through said first lens and light passed through said second 
lens so that the light travels toward said photo receiving face (Col 4 Lines 9-10). 
7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over APA in 
view of Saiga (JP 40609504A) and further in view of Touched (US 6,163,411). 

APA and Saiga disclose the image pickup device as discussed above. 

APA and Saiga do not disclose expressly a portable telephone including an 
image pickup device. 
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Touched discloses a portable telephone including an image pickup device. 
APA, Saiga & Touched are combinable because they are from the same field of 
endeavor. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to include Touched with APA and Saiga. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been as all three systems 
involve a lens system and an image pickup apparatus. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Touched with APA and Saiga 
to obtain the invention as specified in claim 7. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Heather D. Gibbs whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7404. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thu 8AM-7PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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